NOTE

But with this process of canonization have we
lost more than we have gained, both in example
in interest? Many, no doubt, with the gre<
veneration for our first citizen, have sympath
with the view expressed by Mark Twain, wher
said that he was a greater man than Washington
the latter "couldn't tell a lie, while he could,
wouldn't" We have endless biographies of Fri
lin, picturing him in all the public stations of life,
all together they do not equal in popularity his j
human autobiography, in which we see him wall
down Market Street with a roll under each arm,
devouring a third. And so it seems as if the i
had come to put the shadow-boxes of huma
round our historic portraits, not because they
ornamental in themselves, but because they i
make them examples, not mere idols.

If the present work succeeds in humanizing W
ington, and making him a man rather than a hi
ical figure, its purpose will have been fulfilled,
the attempt to accomplish this, Washington hai
far as is possible, been made to speak for hini
even though at times it has compelled the sacr
of literary form, in the hope that his own w
would convey a greater sense of the personality
the man. So, too, liberal drafts have been madi
the opinions and statements of his contemporaj
but, unless the contrary is stated or is obvious
quoted matter is from Washington's own pen.
with pleasure that the author adds that the resul
his study has only served to make Washington
greater to him.